Stanford Cardinal vs. St. Mary’s Gaels, 4/2/12

Pre-Game Homework
· Stanford and St. Mary’s have played each other two times before this season. The Cardinal won both games, 5-0 on the road on March 6 and 10-4 at home on March 28, just last week.

· Stanford comes into the game with a 16-6 record and a 2-4 mark in Pac-12 play. After starting the season with a 15-2 record — which included nine games against top-25 teams — the Cardinal was ranked the No. 1 team in the country.

· In the last week, though, Stanford has lost four of five games and was swept in a three-game series against a crucial conference opponent, No. 15 Arizona. In those five games the Cardinal committed an uncharacteristic 14 errors, compared with the team’s 15 errors in the 17 previous contests, and has fallen to No. 6 in the nation.
· Many of Stanford’s best hitters have been struggling recently, especially the 1-2-3 spots in the lineup, which have combined for just 10 hits over that five-game stretch. One glimmer of hope is sophomore first baseman Brian Ragira, who is currently on a seven-game hit streak. Ragira was last year’s Pac-10 Freshman of the Year.
· Stanford’s best overall hitter is probably junior third baseman Stephen Piscotty, who was named a preseason All-American earlier in the year. He leads the team in RBIs but also had a quiet series against Arizona. He has also pitched in one game before this year.
· The Cardinal’s starting pitchers weren’t great last week either, but that doesn’t really matter against St. Mary’s. Since this is a “midweek” game played on a Tuesday, Stanford head coach Mark Marquess will save his best three starters for the weekend, instead getting a bunch of other pitchers some playing time.
Game Notes

Opponent Lineup

9 — Donald Collins — CF
8 — Cole Norton —LF

21 — Troy Channing — DH

32 — Collin Ferguson — 1B

5 — Patrick Wisdom — 3B

15 — Chris Murphy — 2B

11 — Brenden Kalfus — RF

23 —Toby DeMello — C

4 — Ricky Boas — SS

SP: 7 — Patrick Keane —RHP

Stanford Lineup

24 — Jake Stewart — CF
3 — Kenny Diekroeger — SS
25 — Stephen Piscotty — 3B

11 — Brian Ragira — 1B
30 — Austin Wilson — RF
1 — Alex Blandino — 2B
15 — Christian Griffiths — DH (26 Appel)
29 — Brian Guymon — LF
16 — Wayne Taylor — C
SP: 19 — Dean McArdle — RHP
Top 1st

· Collins singles through right side
· Norton flies out to center

· Channing lines out to left

· Ferguson doubles into right, run scores (0-1)

· Wisdom doubles into left-center on full count (0-2)

· Murphy grounds out to first
Bottom 1st

· Stewart strikes out looking on 2-2 count
· Diekroeger flies out to deep right-center

· Piscotty fouls out to first

Top 2nd

· Kalfus chops out to short
· DeMello doubles into left-center, Ringo drops it on dive

· Boas strikes out looking on 1-2 pitch on outside corner

· Collins grounds to second, goes through Blandino’s legs to the outfield (E4) (0-3)

· Norton flies out to deep center

Bottom 2nd

· Ragira lines into right, extends hit streak to eight games
· Wild pitch advances Ragira; Wilson flies out to right, can’t advance Ragira
· Blandino fights back from 0-2 count, homers over left-field fence (2-3)

· Griffiths strikes out looking on 2-2 count

Top 3rd
· Channing homers to left, high ball, carry that way (2-4)
14 — Sahil Bloom in for McArdle (2 IP, 5 H, 4 R, 3 ER, 0 BB, 1 K)
· Ferguson doubles into right

· Wisdom grounds to short, Diekroeger throws to third and gets Ferguson out

· Murphy singles into right, great throw by Wilson nails Wisdom at third

· Kalfus flies out to right

Bottom 3rd

· Taylor grounds out to second
· Stewart bloops one into short right-center for a single
· Diekroeger fielder’s choice to diving shortstop

· Piscotty singles up the middle

· Ragira strikes out swinging on appeal, 1-2 count

Top 4th
· DeMello grounds out to first
· Boas strikes out looking

· Collins grounds out to second

Bottom 4th

20 — Ryan Brockett in for Keane (45 pitches, 3 IP, 4 H, 2 R, 2 ER, 0 BB, 3 K)
· Wilson grounds out to third

· Blandino strikes out swinging on full count

· Griffiths lines out to right

Top 5th

· Norton singles up the middle
· Channing lines out to center

· Ferguson singles into left

· Wisdom flies out to right

· Murphy grounds to short, Diekroeger makes spinning throw to nail him

Bottom 5th

· Guymon lines out to left, sliding play by Norton
· Taylor strikes out looking on 2-2 count

· Stewart strikes out swinging on 2-2 count

Top 6th

· Kalfus singles into left
· DeMello bunts Kalfus over
· Boas singles into center

28 — David Schmidt in for Bloom (41 pitches, 30 strikes, 3.1 IP, 6 H, 1 R, 1 ER, 0 BB, 1 K)
· Collins walks

· Norton lines out to center, run comes home (2-5)

· Channing grounds out to first
Bottom 6th

· Diekroeger fouls out to first
· Piscotty strikes out looking on 2-2 count

· Ragira singles through the right side of the infield

· Wilson singles into right

· Blandino flies out to center
Top 7th

· Ferguson fouls out to third

· Wisdom strikes out on full count

· Murphy singles through the right side of the infield

· Kalfus walks

· DeMello singles into center, brings home a run, advances Kalfus to third (2-6)

37 ​— Sam Lindquist in for Schmidt (1.1 IP, 2 H, 1 R, 1 ER, 2 BB, 1 K)
· Boas flies out to right

Bottom 7th

· Griffiths walks on full count
· Guymon lines to center but ball is dropped (E8)

13 — Brett Michael Doran pinch hitting for Taylor

· Doran grounds into 6-4-3 double play; Griffiths to third
· Stewart singles into left, brings home Griffiths (3-6)

· Diekroeger strikes out looking on inside corner on full count
Top 8th

· Collins doubles into right
36 — Spenser Linney in for Lindquist
· Norton triples into right-center (3-7)

38 — A.J. Talt in for Linney
· Channing singles through Diekroeger (3-8)

· Ferguson infield hit to second

· Wisdom strikes out, but Channing steals third

25 — Piscotty in for Talt
· Murphy strikes out swinging

· Kalfus chops out to second
Bottom 8th
25 — Jordan Mills in for Brockett
· Piscotty singles up the middle

· Ragira walks on full count

· Wilson lines out to short, Piscotty doubled up

· Balk by Mills; Blandino strikes out swinging on 2-2 count
Top 9th
27 — Garrett Hughes in for Piscotty
· DeMello strikes out on 2-2 count
· Boas strikes out on 0-2 count

· Collins walks on 3-1 count

· Norton grounds out to pitcher
Bottom 9th
Dominic Jose pinch-hitting
· Jose singles into right

· Guymon walks on full count
Eric Smith pinch-hitting
· Smith walks on full count

30 — Tanner Kichler in for Mills

· Stewart fouls out to third
· Diekroeger singles into center, brings home Jose (4-8)

· Piscotty pops out to behind short/third, infield fly called

· Ragira doubles into right-center, two runs come home (6-8)

· Wilson singles into right on a blooper, outfield playing deep, tie game (8-8)

· Blandino strikes out on 0-2 count

Top 10th
Piscotty back on the mound

· Clark bounces out to third, bad throw by Blandino but Ragira gets down the tag

· Ferguson infield single to short

· Piscotty strikes out Wisdom

· Murphy lines out to short

Bottom 10th
33 — Thomas Cortese in for Kichler

· Kauppila grounds out to short
· Guymon pops out to right

· Smith walks

· Wild pitch puts Smith at second

· Stewart grounds out to short
Top 11th
· Kalfus grounds out to second

· DeMello chops out to short

· Boas strikes out

Bottom 11th
· Diekroeger strikes out on 0-2 count
· Piscotty singles into left-center

· Ragira strikes out on 1-2 count

· Wilson grounds out to pitcher

Top 12th
· Collins flies out to right field
· Norton grounds out to first

· O’Brien singles into left

· Ferguson grounds out to second

Bottom 12th
· Blandino bloops a single into center

· Kauppila bunts Blandino over

· Danny singles into right, bad throw, Blandino comes in (9-8)
FINAL SCORE: Stanford 9, St. Mary’s 8
Post-Game Interviews

Danny Diekroeger
This was just your fifth appearance of the season, how was that for a way to get into the game?

I mean, everyone was getting a chance, so I had a feeling I was going to get in there, and it’s always fun to get in. I’m just looking to help the team any way I can.

Talk about that last hit. Did you think it would be hard enough to score the run from second?

When I hit it, I felt like it was in the right place. I didn’t hit it very hard, but I just got in that right hole, so just by the way I hit it I had a feeling it would get through.

Watching from the dugout, what was the feeling like going into that ninth inning? It’s got to remind you of that UCLA game last year.

It’s really similar to that. Honestly it felt a little dejected in the dugout, guys felt like maybe we were going to lose this one, but guys just came and got hits and showed how much heart we have to come back and put up five runs in the bottom of the ninth.

This team has now played eight games in the last nine days. Is there a sense of fatigue at all?

Yeah, a little bit. It’s tough because we traveled, got in late last night. Our coach always says that you’ve just got to come to play every day, no matter what. You can’t make excuses. You’ve got to go out and play, because the other team will always come to play.

Obviously this team’s been in a little bit of a slump. Do you think this win’s going to help you going into Washington this weekend?

I think definitely. I think it’s awesome when a team rallies together like this. I’m pretty confident that we’ll come back and have a good weekend this weekend.

Stephen Piscotty

So you’re not usually getting in there as a pitcher. Was that one of the strangest games you’ve played in?

Yeah, especially the whole pitching twice. I got to throw an inning already this year, but coming out twice was kind of weird.

What was the feeling in the dugout in that ninth inning? You were down five runs, it’s got to kind of remind you of the way you came back in that UCLA game last year.

We’re down five, then we get the bases loaded with no outs. Immediately you get a little momentum, and then you get big clutch hits from Ragira, Kenny and Wilson. And that’s what you’ve got to bank on, those clutch hits down late in the game. That’s what we had to do, and we did it.

You mentioned Ragira, he’s now on an eight-game hitting streak, even with all the difficulties this team’s had in the last week or so. Talk a little bit about his hitting, he had three more base hits tonight.

I’m so impressed with Ragira, because he went through a little slump a couple of weeks ago, and talking to him, he likes to look at the season as one continuous thing. He’s not worried about days when he doesn’t have it or doesn’t get a hit. He’s just out there plugging away, every at-bat. He doesn’t let frustration get to him, and that really shows in how quickly he rebounded and just the solid hits he’s been having.

You guys have now played eight games in nine days. Is there a sense of fatigue in the dugout at all?

No. Maybe a little bit of sore muscles and stuff, but in baseball you don’t really get fatigued. You get mentally fatigued. I think this win shows that we’re not mentally fatigued, after getting beat three times coming back. So I think we’re locked and loaded and ready to go to Washington.

You had all those error problems recently, and in this one you guys played pretty good defense as a team. How much better is this team when it plays that kind of defense?

We’re infinitely better. The game is pitching and defense, and when we don’t allow them any free bases it makes it tough for the other team to score runs, and if it’s tough for them to score runs, we’re going to win the ballgame because we’re going to put up runs.

Does a win like this help end this slump, maybe, going into Washington this weekend?

I think so. You never know, but as far as the momentum I think we’ve got that now. I think we’ve got our confidence up. Some guys had some good days today. So we have two days off, we’re going to practice, get better and take that confidence and go into the weekend.
